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to account for simony.   His absence, too, gave Adalbert Superseded
the opportunity to get the chief power into his hands, and ^hop "
so to make head against his Saxon enemies.    The defeat of Adalbert
Anno and his allies was in the best interests of the kingdom,
but Adalbert was led astray by his success and his ambition
became as personal as Anno's.    In 1065 the king was declared
of age and girt with the sword of manhood, though Adalbert
remained in control until another conspiracy of Anno and
the Saxons in 1066 caused his downfall.    They even captured
Bremen, and for three years Adalbert was banished from his
metropolis.    Anno, however, was foiled in his attempt to
recover power, and so at last the king, free from the control
of these ambitious prelates, was his own master.    His reign minority
proper may be said to begin in 1067.
The misfortunes of Henry IV in Germany during his long Upbringing
reign of 50 years had their origin in this decade of mis- character of
government. The East Saxon nobles had become hostile Henry iv
and aggressive; they were encroaching, too, on the royal
domain. Elsewhere, the greater nobles had been pursuing
their own ends, independent of royal authority, and with
no care for the general interest. In Italy, the king had not
as yet put in an appearance. Godfrey blocked the centre,
and even prevented Henry from going to Rome for the
imperial crown ; meanwhile the Papacy had become quite in-
dependent. Henry's upbringing had been of the wretchedest
kind. His mother was unfitted to train him for his task
as king, and after his abduction in 1062 he had had to
follow where Anno, and then where Adalbert, led, the unwill-
ing instrument of their unworthy ambitions. It was a fre-
quent charge against him in later times that his youth had
been spent in dissipation, and that he preferred to consort
with men of low birth, from whom he chose his counsellors
afterwards. It is hardly to be wondered at, considering the
circumstances of his early life; and if the friends of his
choice were not the best of counsellors, they were at least
faithful friends, and among the greater nobles he could find
none such.
Here was a grave situation for a youth of seventeen to
handle. After Henry Ill's death, as after Otto Ill's, it
seemed as if fifty years of careful building had gone for

